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AMEND DMENT TO THE CLAIMS 

111 is listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in this 
application. 

LfistDmg m Ctoiims; 



(Cm 



1. 

network 
each netWork 
adapted tC' 
network 
required i 



4evices, each networic device havinp a software program stored therein, wherein 
device is positioned at a physical location and wherein each network device is 
perform a designated function according to the physical location of said each 
d]evice> so that the designated functions can be carried out in a coordinated way as 
i \ the automation environment said method comprising the steps of: 



identifying the physical location of said each network device using a physical site 



locator; md 
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rremtly Amended) A method of communication in a network communioati eBS 
automation environmentr ^h^^e ^^ uni oa tio n a system comprising a plurality of 



asisociatingi 



ting the ideniified physical location to a network address in the «^4w^fk 
nnTnmiini (}!nt.arB nn fi y f ite m automation environment so that the network address associated to 



said each betwork device can be used to cause the stored software program to carry out 
€©e5=^M5a5^ the designated function of said each network device in relation to other network 
devices w fith the dosignotcd function o f o tb ©r netw ^rig-d w fr sg g- in the network 



CQtnm ttai< >ationg system . 



2. (qriginal) The method of claim 1 , wherein the address of the device is a MAC 
address. 

3. (C riginal) The method of claim 1 , wherein the address of the device is an IP address. 

4. (driginal) The method of claim 1 , llirther comprising the step of transmitting Irom the 
device th^ physical location and the address thereof to a controlling station so as to allow the 



2 
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controlling station to associate the physical location to the address for conveying signals to 



the device 



(Oi 



riginal) The method of claim 4, wherein the device has an intended function 
controlled by a software program, said method further comprising the step of loading the 
software i rogram from the controlling station to the device after the physical location of the 
device is identified. 

(Cancelled) 

7. (Cmcelled) 

8. (C Jirently Amended) A method of communicating with a plurality of devices in e 
aetw»ife-e<kaggam ^ svstem -an automation environment, at least some of the dev ices 



having a s jftware program stored therein, wherein each device is positioned at a physical 



location, 
devices 
for routini; 



table, and 
site locatoh 
devices to 



re quired it 



into 



location, 
devices 
for routing 
device of a 
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method comprising the step of converting a map of the physical locations of the 
one or more address tables^ each table including a plurality of network addresses 
messages to the devices, wherein at least one of the devices comprises a 
programmkble logic controller having a network address assigned thereto from said address 
the physical locations of at least some of the devices are identified by a physical 
; so as to cause the software program stored in each of said at least some of the 



carry out a designated function coordinated in relation to other network devices as 



the automation environment . 



9. (Currently Amended) A method of communicating with a plurality of devices in a 
gs®ft^?t®ri£^>ggag&aiSft^K^^ an automation environment at least some of the device 

having a software protgam stored therein, wherein each device is positioned at a physical 



SI lid 



method comprising the step of converting a map of the physical locations of the 
one or more address tables, each table including a plurality of network addresses 
messages to the de vices, wherein at least one of the devices comprises an 1/0 
programmable logic controller system having a network address assigned thereto 

3 
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from said address table, and the physical location of said at least some of the devices are 
identified by a physical site locato r, so as to cause the software prog ra m stored in each of said 
at least solne of the devices to car ry out a designated function coordinated in relation to other 



network d svices as required in the automation environment s 



10. (Cmcelled) 

1 L (C irrently Amended) A network communications system for use in an automation 
environmijen Lcomprising a plurality of network devices positioned at a plxirality of physical 



locations, 
network 
of said 



rt least some of the device having a software program stored therein, wherein each 



d<!vice i 



each 



means: 



network 
device can 
to carry 



out 



12. (Qijiginal) 
means for 
to route 



13. (Oifiginal) 
controlling 
physical locations 



14, (O- 
local area 
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is adapted to perfomi a designated function according to the physical location 
network device, said system comprising: 
for identifying the physical location of said each network device using a 
physical sijle locator; and 

for associating the identified physical location to a network address of the 
c(|mmunications system so that network address associated to said each network 
be used to cause the stored software proaram in said at least some of the devices 
the designation functions thereof . 



The network commimications system of claim 1 1» furtlier comprising 
(converting a map of the physical locations into one or more address tables in order 
to the devices. 



mi usages 1 



The network communications system of claim 1 1, further comprising a 
station to receive messages containing the physical locations and associate the 
to the addresses of the devices. 



til 



ginal) The network conmiunications system of claim 11, further comprising a 
iletworfc (LAN). 
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15- 

wide area 



(Original) The network communications system of claim 11, further comprisir^ a 
network (WAN). 



20. 
an IP 
RARP 
network 



of other 
more 
physical 
device 
a 
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1 6* (Q[riginal) The network communications system of claim 1 1 ^ fiirther comprising a 
wii-eiess at^cess communications system. 

1 7. (Original) The network commimications system of claim 1 1 , wherein each device has 
a umque physical location. 

1 8. (Original) The network communications sjrstem of claim 1 1 , wherein a plurality of 
devices sljare one of the phy$ica1 locations. 

19. (Olriginal) The network communications system of claim 1 8> wherein each device has 
a MAC address and means for transmitting the MAC address and the shared physical location 
in a RARf* message to a controlling station in order to establish the address of the device in 
the netwot'k communications system. 



(C^ginal) The network communications system of claim 18, wherein each device hai> 
and means for transmitting the IP address and the shared physical location in a 
to a controlling station in order to establish the address of the device in the 
cbmmunications system* 



addiess 



message 1 



21 , (durrently Amended) A network device located at a physical location in a networit 
ao mmiinirtiQtionfl syst e m an automation environment in relation to yfe^^etw^jfr 
ee mmuni d tationfl gy ot c m oo mprising a plurality of other network devices located at a plurality 



physical locations, wherein the other network devices are adapted to perform one or 
desisted functions, and wherein the system comprises means for identifying the 
location of said network device using a physical site locator, said network 



site 



comprising: 



software program; 
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physical 
a 

wherein 
so that the 
control 
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mjans for performing a function designated to said network device according to the 
location of said network device; and 

4etwork address in the oetw ^ communication s 9v st ^ automation environment , 
network address can be associated to the physical location of said network device 
network address can be used «HB€>Qrdinating to cause the software pro pram to 
performing means in order to carry out t he designated function of said network 



thei 



th> 



device iir "elation to w ith the designated function of otlier network devices as required in the 



autOTnation environment. 



22. (Original) The device of claim 21, wherein the identiiying means comprises a GPS 
site locate r, 

23. (driginal) The device of claim 21 , wherein the identifying means comprises a TDOA 
device. 



24. 

order to 



25. 

used to 

to an app£Lratus 



27. (CI 
program 



(Ojriginal) The device of claim 21, further comprising means for storing a program in 
out an intended function. 



cmy ( 



(Original) The device of claim 21, wherein the network communications system is 
a plurality of tasks, said device further comprising means to convey signals 
connected to the device for performing a task. 



performs 



26- (Ojriginal) The device of claim 25, wherem the network communications system 
comprises a controlling station to oversee the tasks and wherein the signal conveying means 
compnses a programmable logic controller to conmiunicate with the controlling station. 



riginal) The device of claim 25, further comprisir^ means for storing a software 
carry out the task to be performed by the apparatus. 



t> 
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